
T R A N S M I T T A L   M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

FROM:  Karl R. Amylon, City Manager 

DATE: January 28, 2021 

RE: Ordinance No. 21-1926 – Amending Chapter 13.10 Of The Ketchikan 
Municipal Code, Entitled “Passenger Wharfage Fees”; To Impose 
Such Fees Directly On Passengers And To Provide For The 
Collection, Payment and Enforcement Of Such Fees; And 
Establishing An Effective Date 

During its consideration of the proposals the City received in response to Contract 
No. 19-36, Redevelopment of Port of Ketchikan Berths I, II, III and IV and Other 
Infrastructure within the City of Ketchikan, the City Council conducted several executive 
sessions in which outside counsel Robert P. Blasco of Hoffman & Blasco, LLC 
participated. One of the subjects discussed was the possibility of the City amending the 
Ketchikan Municipal Code to impose passenger wharfage fees directly on passengers as 
opposed to the vessel. 

The attached ordinance was prepared at the request of Councilmember Flora. If 
adopted, Ordinance No. 21-1926 provides for amending Chapter 13.10 of the Ketchikan 
Municipal Code to impose passenger wharfage fees directly on the passenger as opposed 
to the vessel. The rationale for making this revision to the KMC is detailed in the attached 
memorandum from Attorney Blasco and requires no elaboration on the part of my office. I 
concur with Attorney Blasco’s analysis. 

Two versions of Ordinance No. 21-1926 are attached. The first is a “clean” copy. 
The second shows the actual modifications to the existing provisions of the KMC. 

City Attorney Mitch Seaver and Attorney Blasco will attend the City Council 
meeting of February 4, 2021, in order to address any questions and/or concerns that 
Councilmembers may have. 

A motion has been prepared for City Council consideration. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 

 It is recommended the City Council adopt the motion approving in first reading 
Ordinance No. 21-1926 amending Chapter 13.10 of the Ketchikan Municipal Code, 
entitled “Passenger Wharfage Fees”; to impose such fees directly on passengers and to 
provide for the collection, payment and enforcement of such fees; and establishing an 
effective date. 
 
Recommended Motion: I move the City Council approve in first reading Ordinance No. 
21-1926 amending Chapter 13.10 of the Ketchikan Municipal Code, entitled “Passenger 
Wharfage Fees”; to impose such fees directly on passengers and to provide for the 
collection, payment and enforcement of such fees; and establishing an effective date. 
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