


February 21%, 2023

Ms. Hedlind,

Thank you for your recent inquiry re;  ding Let’s Talk about It: The Teen’s Guide to Sex, Relationships,
and Being a Human by Erika Moen and Matthew Nolan. | am responding to you in my capacity as Head
of Youth Services of the Ketchikan Public Library. All requests for the reconsideration of youth library
materials are addressed through this process. | have read your comments, rc | the material in question
in its entirety, and have considered your concerns.

Each title purchased for the library is selected on its own merit and the needs of the audience for whom
At is intended. Selection is mac  primarily on the basis of book reviews and other professional toois. The
library’s collection is composed of materials that reflect the unique and diverse needs of this wonderful
.community. This book was selected based on the authority, effectiveness and currency of the
information, the reviews, need for updated material, and the overall balance of the subject matter.

Let’s Talk about It: The Teen’s Guide to Sex, Relationships, and Being a Human has received several
starred reviews from multiple professional review sites and was nominated for the Young Adult Library
Services Association’s (YALSA) Great Graphic Novels of 2022. Herea son of ti iews:

A refreshingly inclusive read.... offering comprehensive, no-nonsense information on sex and
“sexuality.”  ’ublishers Weekly, starred review

“Honest, normalizing, and sex positive.... Puts the graphic in the graphic-novel format, in the
best and most educational way.” —Kirkus Reviews, starred review

“Every panel of this book... is loaded with crucial information about consent, respect,
consideration, and boundaries.... Real talk about relationships and sex.” —School Library Journal

“A frank and open minded look at sex, relationships, and self-understanding.” —Booklist

It was written by a married team of professional cartoonists who have more than twenty years of
experience between them. It is an open and honest graphic novel guide to sex education that addresses
issues like gender, consent, body types, sexting, safe sex, jealousy, anatomy, and more. It is
comprehensive, thoughtful and well-researched and presents the information in an inclusive and
accessible way, while creating space for discussions around a subject matter that is often consic  ed
taboo.

This book was written for teens and can be found in the teen nonfiction collection of the public library.
The catalog record indicates that this item is for teenagers who are 14 years of age or older and/or for



grades 10-12. The library does not act in place of the parents and does not restrict access to library
materials for minors. Parents are encouraged to come to the library with their teen to select material
that they feel is appropriate for their family.

After considering your request, | have concluded that Let’s Talk about It: The Teen’s Guide to Sex,
Relationships, and Being a Human meets the requirements of the Collection Development Policy and
shouid be retained by the Ketchikan Public Library.

If you are not satisfied with this decision, you may file a written appeal to Library Director Patricia Tully.
Ms. Tuily will respond in writing within ten (10) days. If that response is unacceptable, you may file a
written appeal to the Library Advisory Board to request further consideration at a public hearing. You
can contact Ms. Tully at Patt@firstcitylibraries.org.

Thank you for your interest in the collections at the Ketchikan Public Library. If you have any questions
please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Digitally signed by Amie Toepfer
DN: en=Amie Toepfer, o=Ketchikan City,

.
A m i e Toe pfe r ::;ls.irbrary, email=amiet@firstcitylibraries.org,

Date: 2023.02.21 10:03:14-09'00"

Amie Toepfer

Head of Children’s Services
She/Her/Hers

Ketchikan Public Library

1110 Copper Ridge Ln, Ketchikan AK 99901
an7-278-230k



From Tanya Hedlind, February 21, 2023. Subject: My Appeal
Good Afternoon Ms. Tully,

| thank you for allowing me the chance to come and talk to you about my concerns and for your
courtesy. | did however feel that Ms. Toepfer had already made up her mind before | arrived. Her body
language came off as unwelcomit  and that left me feeling like | was not truly heard.

So, with that and her response, | respectfully request an appeal to the decision made by Ms. Toepfer.
The issues | have with her letter are as follows:

1. Her age/grade re  ence. 14 years old is 8th/9th grade. From Letter: The catalog record indicates that
thisi nis for teenagers who are 14 years of age or older and/or for grades 10-12. It would appear that
Ms. Toepfer is referring to the reading level of this book. Since it has been shelved in the Young
Adult/Juvenile and the American Library Association defines Young Adult as “individuals between 12 and
18 years of age.”

2.As} the sheet | gave you (and have attached here) | feel as though none of the issues | saw were
“addressed in her response. The  are pictures in this book depicting people having sex and
masturbating. That is sexually explicit material. | did not see anything defending or justifying the use of
‘pornographic and sexually explicit materials. Nor is there any attempt to defend or justify the use of a
how-to guide for sexting and posting pornographic images “safely” on the Internet or using the Internet
as a reliab source for information as the book councils.

3. I do not see where the experienced cartoonist had true and accurate medical references. References
should be included when talking about medical facts. From  ter: It was written by a married team of
professional cartoonists who have more than twenty years of experience between them. What authority
does this married team have besides being professional cartoonists? Are they an authority on the
subject matter, particularly that | have pointed out as being inappropriate? Effectiveness of what?

4. Her use of book reviews are from biased sources and not looking at sources from all avenues. From
letter: This book was selected based on...the reviews... Initial selection of a book based on reviews, is
understandable, but after reading and hearing reviews from the public whom you serve, a re-selection
should take place.

It is alarming and how biased, opinionated, and factually inaccurate this book is. This book is teaching
misinformation on genders and the body. It is pushing a political opinion that only serves half the library
audience, which based on the library’s Freedom to Read Statement and the Library Bill of Rights, this
book is in gross violation of those standards. If the library is to appeal to all audiences, then there is a
major failure at this point. This book does not provide a balance of point of view as it is only serving half
this communil  ’ beliefs. This book goes against morals and community standards by teachii  kids it is
ok to sext and to look up porn and that it significantly downplays . . .s. From letter: It is an open and

ho! it graphic novel guide to sex education that addresses issues like gender, consent, body types,
sexting, safe sex, jealousy, anatomy, and more. Saying that teens need a guide for sexting and safe sex
endorses and promo . tt e actions.

There are many kids who commit suicide over the consequences of sexting. This is a dangerous act to
allow this book to encourage. Pornography has a significant negative affect on families, and marriages






What authority does this married team have besides being professional cartoonists? Are they an
authority on the subject matter, particularly that | have pointed out as being inappropriate?
Effectiveness of what?

e Attention of reviev s, critics, and public From letter: This book was selected based on...the reviews...
Initial selection of a book based on reviews, is understandable, but after reading and hearing reviews
from the public whom you serve, a re-se tion should <e place.

» Reputation and/or significance of author From letter: It was written by a married team of professional
cartoonists who have more than twenty years of experience between them.

What authority does thisn  ried team have besides being professional cartoonists? Are they an
authority on the subject matter, particularly that | have pointed out as being inappropriate?

» Suitability of physical form for library use

» Availability of similar material in other library collections

~# Overall balance in subject and point of view From letter: This book was selected based on the

authority, effectiveness and currency of the information, the reviews, need for updated ma ial, and

the overall balance of the subject matter. Please explain the balan  to which you refer.

Tanya Hedlind






important that this process be as careful and thorough as the Library’s original selection
process.

The Library seeks to maintain a balanced collection, but this does not mean that each
book must contain all points of view on a topic. The Library’s collection contains books
with many points of view and opposing perspectives on issues, by which we provide the
community with a balanced collection. A book such as Let’s Talk About It is not for every
family, but it does provide information for teens and their parents who choose to check
it out.

The Library is a place of knowledge, ideas and learning, and sometimes this can be
uncomfortable, unsettling, and confusing. Ketchikan’s community is very diverse, and
what is offensive and inappropriate to one group of residents may be acceptable and
useful to another -oup. The Library cannot make those distinctions for every  nily, and
so it falls to parents to do so. What the Library can do is provide a wide range of books
and other materials, so that people can choose from among them based on their interests
and beliefs.

After considering the points in your letter, | have decided to retain the book, Let’s Talk About It,

in the Library’s Teen Nonfiction collection. You may appeal this decision by sending a written
request to the chair of the Library Advisory Board, June Dahl, to ask that the Board hold a public
hearing on the matter. You may send the letter to her in care of the Library:

June Dahl, Chair, Library Advisory Committee
c/o Ketchikan Public Library

1110 Copper Ridge Lane

Ketchikan, AK 99901

Thank you for the care and time you have taken in this matter.

Sincerely,

N i

Patricia Tully
Director, Ketchikan Public Library

907-228-2311















